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BUNBURY SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL — GIFTED AND TALENTED EDUCATION PROGRAM 

Statement by Minister for Education 
DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands — Minister for Education) [9.09 am]: Western Australia’s most 
intellectually able secondary students have long benefited from being encouraged to achieve their academic best 
through the gifted and talented education program. For many years, 16 public high schools in the metropolitan 
area have offered special classes for our most talented students and provided them with the opportunity to learn 
more at a higher level. These students were selected for their academic aptitude in year 6 and are taught by 
specialist teachers; their results in year 12 speak for themselves. About 80 per cent of the 100 public school 
students who achieved an Australian tertiary admission rank of 99 or more last year attended schools offering the 
GATE academic program. Last year’s Western Australian Certificate of Education academic Beazley Medal 
winner Michael Taran credits the program with helping him to excel in his studies.  

In short, the goal of this program is to provide academically able students with educational opportunities to 
achieve their absolute best. Until now country students living in rural and remote areas of the state have had to 
move to Perth to take part in the secondary GATE program, or undertake courses online. I am very pleased to 
inform the house that, on a visit to Bunbury last Friday, I announced that Bunbury Senior High School will be 
the first non-metropolitan school to offer the program. Bunbury Senior High School will host the selective 
academic program for year 8 students starting in 2013. Students currently in year 6 living in the south west have 
been invited to sit the test necessary to qualify for a position in the program. The new program at Bunbury 
Senior High School will offer students who are gifted in maths, science and/or humanities the opportunity to 
extend their analytical, critical and creative thinking skills with more advanced and in-depth study. With this 
announcement we are significantly broadening the educational choices for country students and at the same time 
providing these students with the option to remain in the country rather than moving to the city. Applications 
from year 6 students living in the south west are open now and close on Friday, 6 May.  
 


